Amendment 

Serial No. 10/500,287 

Attorney Docket No. 042424 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently amended): A polarizing plate with optical compensation function, the 
polarizing plate comprises a polarizing layer and an optically compensating layer, wherein 

the optically compensating layer comprises an optically compensating A-layer 
comprising a polymer film, and an optically compensating B-layer comprising a cholesteric 
liquid crystal layer a 

wherein the optically compensating A-laver meets requirem ents indicated by the 
following formulae (D and (ID: 

20 fnnf) < Re < 300 (nm) (I) 

1.2<Rth/Re ; (ID 

wherein, in the formulae. 

Re (retardation value in normal direction! = (nx -ny>d 
Rth (retardation value in thickness direction! = (nx -nzVd: 

where nx. nv and nz respectively denote refractive indices of X ax is. Y axis and Z axis in the 
optically compensating A-laver: the X axis denotes an axial direction presenting a maximum 
refractive index within the optically compensating A-laver. the Y axis denotes an axial direction 
perpendicular to the X axis within the optically compensating A-laver, and the Z axis de notes a 
thickness direction perpendicular to the X axis and the Y axis: 'd' denotes the thickness o f the 
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optically compensating A-laver, 

and wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal laver is form ed from a liquid crystal monomer 
represented bv the following chemical formula (10): 

O O O CHj O O o 

^o^o-Q^ohQ-o^Q-oA 0 ^ 0 JU • • • (10) 

and a polvmerizable chiral dopant represented bv the f ollowing chemical formula (38): 



0 

V •••(38) 

2. (Original): The polarizing plate with optical compensation function according to claim 
1, wherein the polarizing layer and the optically compensating layer are arranged so that an angle 
formed by an absorption axis of the polarizing layer and a slow axis of the optically 
compensating A-layer is not smaller than 85° and not larger than 95°. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original): The polarizing plate with optical compensation function according to claim 
1, wherein a selectively reflection wavelength range of the cholesteric liquid crystal layer is in a 
range not larger than 350 nm. 

5. (Original): The polarizing plate with optical compensation function according to 
claim 1, further comprising at least one of an alignment layer and a base. 

6. (Original): The polarizing plate with optical compensation function according to claim 
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1, wherein the polymer film is either a stretched film or a liquid crystal film. 

7. (Original): The polarizing plate with optical compensation function according to 
claim 1, further comprising a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer, the pressure-sensitive adhesive 
layer being arranged on one of the surfaces of the polarizing plate. 

8. (Original): A liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal cell and a polarizing 
plate, wherein the polarizing plate is the polarizing plate of claim 1 and is arranged on at least 
one surface of the liquid crystal cell. 

9. (Original): An image display comprising the polarizing plate according to claim 1. 

10. (Currently amended): An optically compensating layer comprising an optically 
compensating A-layer comprising a polymer film and also an optically compensating B-layer 
comprising a cholesteric liquid crystal layer, 

wherein the optically compensating A-layer meets requirements indicated by the 
following formulae (I) and (II): 

20 (nm) < Re < 300 (nm) Q) 

1.2<Rth/Re (II) 

wherein, in the formulae. 

Re (retardation value in normal direction) = (nx -ny>d 
Rth (retardation value in thickness direction) = fax -nz>d; 

where nx, ny and nz respectively denote refractive indices of X axis, Y axis and Z axis in the 
optically compensating A-layer: the X axis denotes an axial direction presenting a maximum 
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refractive index within the optically compensating Allayer, the Y axis denotes a n axial direction 
perpendicular to the X axis within the optically compensating A-layer. and the Z axis denotes a 
thickness direction perpendicular to the X axis and the Y axis: c d' denotes the thickness of the 
optically compensating A-layer, 

and wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layer is formed from the liquid crystal 
monomer represented by the chemical formula (10): 

o r^'^ o ' 

sJ!, 0 ^oAo^y . . . (10) 



and the polymerizable chiral dopant represented by the chemical form ula (38): 




11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original): The optically compensating layer according to claim 10, wherein a 
selectively reflection wavelength range of the cholesteric liquid crystal layer is in a range not 
larger than 350 nm. 

13. (Original): The optically compensating layer according to claim 10, further 
comprising at least one of an alignment layer and a base. 

14. (Original): The optically compensating layer according to claim 10, wherein the 
polymer film is either a stretched film or a liquid crystal film. 
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15. (Original): An image display comprising the optically compensating layer according 
to claim 10. 
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